Illinois Theatre Association and Illinois High School Theatre Festival

Public Relations Initiatives -- SAMPLE

IHSTF 2013

Create Press Release Templates for


All-State Company Members 

· Acquire newspaper information from participants on info sheet.

· Include name of student, school, grade, parent names, info about student, info about All-State audition process and show, info about IHSTF, info about ITA) – obtain student photo?

· Include acknowledgements of funders

· Send to:  local newspapers; copy school contacts; copy students; copy All-State Producer


Productions Selected for IHSTF

· Include name of school, city, production selected, info about school theatre department, info about IHSTF and selection process, info about ITA, obtain production photos.

· Include acknowledgement of funders.

· Send to school contacts; ask for copies of all press received.  Provide copy to All-State Producer.


Showcases Selected for IHSTF

· Include name of school, city, production selected, info about school theatre department, info about IHSTF and selection process, info about ITA, obtain production photos.

· Include acknowledgement of funders.

· Send to school contacts; ask for copies of all press received.  Provide copy to All-State Producer.

Create Press Release for:


IHSTF

· General press release announcing layout of day, productions/showcases, All-State show, key presenters and opening ceremonies; mention special connections with Memphis/Broadway contacts.

· Include acknowledgement of funders.


IHSTF All-State Production of Memphis
· Featuring Broadway connections, guest appearances by cast members, etc.
· Send to:  All major publications that are statewide (Chicago Tribune, Chicago Suntimes, The Reader, Daily Herald, Press Publications, Pioneer Press, Star Publications, etc.; Target radio interviews with Producer/Director (Example - WGN – Dean Richards – former ITA Award of Honor recipient)TV News Channels.  In soliciting all, be sure to include this as an event of the IHSTF, as produced by the ITA and UofI/ISU.
· All interviews, coverage, etc. needs to be arranged through Producer. 

Make Press Kits Available on Website
ITA Logo, IHSTF Logo, IHSTF 2013 Logo, Press Release Templates (for schools to access), Press Releases for any media outlet to access, Photos, Key Contact Information, Video?, 
Other Initiatives
· Facebook Blasts
· Twitter Posts
